THE DIRECTORY:  WHAT IT IS, HOW TO USE IT
Purpose Of The Directory

The Directory has been compiled as the major reference tool for information and service
providers. We hope that it will also work to enhance networking, and facilitate the
exchange of information. Comments on earlier editions cited the usefulness of the Directory
and urged that it be kept updated. Some users have asked that regional or local
organizations be included, a request we are not able to accommodate, since the Directory
would then become unwieldy in size. Also, our awareness of local operations is quite
fragmentary.

Organizations Included In The Directory

For the Directory, NIHR has attempted to identify and collect information on national level
organizations which respond to inquiries from all parts of the nation on a variety of topics,

The organizations listed in the Directory are information and direct service providers.
Because our focus is on information sources, we emphasize the information components of
each organization and have included material on data base vendors (commercial companies
which offer information seekers access to many computerized data bases). A few
organizations listed are direct service providers but operate without geographical limitation
on clientele.

In many instances, national level organizations dispense information and services through
state or local chapters or affiliates. We have listed only the national address after
determining that an inquirer would be referred by the national office to its appropriate
counterpart on the state or local level, Addresses of local chapters generally can be found in
the telephone directory.

Sports and religious organizations are listed in the appendices. We have also included a
listing of pertinent data bases available through organizations described in the Directory or
through the commercial data base vendors.

How The Directory Is Organized

To provide the user of the Directory with an understanding of the basic purpose of the
organizations listed, we have grouped them in various categories. A brief description of the
type of organization found in each category along with the general kinds of information or
services offered accompanies each alphabetical listing, to assist you in determining which
organization(s) can best provide the information you are seeking. Some organizations could
fit into more than one category. For example, many voluntary health organizations are also
direct service providers. Our assignment to a category tends to reflect the primary focus of
the organization or the activity which has the greatest potential for providing information
nationwide.